New Year Message
Dear members and friends of Balbriggan RFC,
I hope you have all been enjoying a lovely and peaceful Christmas holiday so
far. We all needed this time to have a break and a chance maybe to reflect on a
very strange and at times difficult 2020. As we prepare for the new year ahead
this is also a chance to reflect on the year just coming to an end.
At the start of 2020 we had much to look forward to with our new Clubhouse
close to completion and all of our teams at adult and youths level faring so well
in their respective competitions. As you know, we took possession of the
clubhouse in March and the men’s team, led out by Captain Conor Caldwell and
coach Henry Bryce, had the honour of playing our first game in our new home.
On the playing front, our men’s team had their first season at Leinster Division
2A and we can look proudly at their fine achievement of finishing comfortably
and safely in that Division for the following season. Our women’s team finished
strongly in Leinster Division 2, placing second. Some of our youths teams had
already reached Area finals by the time the season was brought to a premature
close and were faring well in Leinster competitions.
In 2020 as a club we have fielded the most teams we have ever fielded with a
total of 18 teams from minis, youths boys and youths girls, the Stingers and the
adult men and women’s teams. We are growing as a club and we always have a
welcome for new members (players, supporters, volunteers).
This year we were very proud when our own Aitzol King was called up for the
combined schools and youths Ireland U19’s team to play against England. What
an incredible honour for Aitzol, his family and for all of us in our Club.

As you know, the Covid-19 Global
Pandemic brought last season to a
premature end and it has seriously
curtailed rugby activity in the new
2020/21 season. Despite this and
with the enormous effort of all of
our volunteers, we managed to get
our club re-opened for training in
July. We stayed open for training
every week from then until our
Christmas break on 20 December.
Even when more stringent conditions were imposed which stopped adult training
and prevented some of our youths from crossing over the border from Meath into
Dublin, we found ways to keep going. Training continued for the Meath based
youth players with help from our friends in Bellewstown GAA. The U14s had great
fun with a training session across the divide at the River Delvin in October. I
would like to congratulate and thank all of our volunteers who have worked so
hard to keep rugby alive in our club and our community. These volunteers include
our grounds volunteers, administrators, coaches, our club CCRO, the Covid
Committee and our Covid Compliance Officers. I would also like to thank the
players and the parents of the youths and minis players for showing great loyalty
to the club by continuing to train in huge numbers, week in, week out, despite the
pandemic. Thanks also to our sponsors who have continued to support us in these
difficult times.

Sadly, in 2020, we also lost some friends and family of our Club. These included
past player Barry Casey and Club Trustee and former President Seamus Murphy
as well as the close family members of people involved in our club. Our thoughts
and prayers are with them and their families. May they Rest in Peace. As we look
forward to 2021, we can see the glimmer of light and the hope that the vaccine
will bring. There is still a difficult road for us all to travel. In the coming days we
will have further information from the IRFU and Leinster Rugby on when and
how we can re-open to training. When we have that information we will share it
immediately.
On a more positive note, work will begin shortly on the upgrade to the floodlights
on our front pitch and to the fence between that pitch and the Cricket Club. We
hope to progress works on pitch no. 4, behind the new clubhouse . Last week we
carried out substantial maintenance work on our Astro facility. Work at our
wonderful club continues as we prepare for our return to play. We are ambitious
as a club. Our ambition is not just to progress but also to grow and to offer a
sporting outlet to our wider community in Balbriggan and the surrounding area.
It has been a great honour to have been President of Balbriggan RFC for the past
year and a half. I would like to wish you all a happy, peaceful and sport filled 2021
and I look forward to seeing you all at our club in the year ahead.
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