New Year Message
I hope that everyone is enjoying a peaceful Christmas and looking forward to a
Happy New Year in 2020. I want to take this opportunity to take stock and look
back on an incredible 2019.
2019 was a great year for Balbriggan RFC. In April, our Men’s team secured
promotion to Leinster League Div 2A, the highest level we have ever attained in
the Leinster League. The men also won the Jenkinson Cup. This season began
with the team winning the North East Beachy Cup and competing for the first
time in many years in the North East McGowan Cup. The lads have found their
feet in Division 2A where the standard of rugby is very demanding each week.
Our Women’s team are in Leinster League Div 2 for the second season, and are
doing very well, currently lying in 2nd place at the Christmas break.
Our Youth boys teams have had their most successful year ever, with all teams
winning silverware in the 2018-2019 season. In this current season, we are fielding
a record five youth teams, the most youth teams the club has ever fielded in a
single season.
Our youth girls continue to be combined with Ashbourne RFC, and are fielding at
U14, U16 and U18 in their respective Leinster Leagues. This has been a successful
joint venture which could only happen through a lot of hard work and dedication
by the players, coaches and parents of all those involved.
Our minis continue to do well, and this season we have added our first minis girls
team, the U12 girls team, into the mix.
The Stingers continue to go from strength to strength, enjoying their Sunday
morning training sessions at the club.

In August, we were very proud to have two
of our youth players, Aitzol King and Abdul
Olaosebikan gain youth inter-provincial
honours, when they lined out for the
Leinster U18 Youths team in the
Interprovincial Series. Leinster U18s won
the Series with our two lads playing a
prominent part in the team’s success. There
was further great news, when Aitzol was
called up to train with the Irish U18 squad
over the Christmas break. We should also
mention Luke Mitchell who, along with
Aitzol and Abdul, has been a regular
member of the North East team these past
few seasons.
This is not just the close of a year, but the closing of a decade, which has seen our
club go through great change. Ten years ago, we were in a very different place,
and the change has been a gradual culmination of years of work by our
volunteers. 2020 will see the opening of our much awaited new clubhouse. The
start of 2020 will be the centenary of the first match that we have a record of
being played by a Balbriggan RFC team. On January 3rd 1920, Railway Union
travelled to Balbriggan to play our men’s team. There were a few more games
played in Balbriggan in 1920 until things came to a halt, probably because of the
War of Independence and the Sack of the town. The Club was officially
established in 1925, but it is great to see that 100 years after rugby was first played
in Balbriggan we now have such a vibrant and growing Club that we can all be
proud of.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank our club sponsors for their support of all
of our teams. I also want to thank our volunteers. The time that you give to the
club is beyond measure, and without your support, we would not be where we are
now.
Here’s to a joyous, successful and rugby filled 2020!
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