New Year Message
I hope that all club members and their families and all friends of
Balbriggan RFC, have been enjoying a Happy Christmas and I
would like to wish you all peaceful and prosperous New Year.
2018 was a great year for our club. We saw the start of new teams
and sections within the club. Our Inclusive rugby team, the
Stingers got off to a flyer and have played games home and away
against opponents around Leinster. They also played at half time
in Donnybrook in August and in front of more than 40,000 people
at half time in Leinster’s European Cup match against Bath. What
an incredible occasion that was! The past year also saw the
development of girls rugby in the club. Balbriggan now offers, in
conjunction with our neighbours in Ashbourne and Skerries,
rugby for girls at U14, U16 and U18. Each of the girl’s age grade
teams have competed and played against teams from around
Leinster and are already going from strength to strength. We are
rightly proud of our Stingers and girls teams but we must
remember that these teams didn’t just appear from thin air. There
is a small group of dedicated volunteers who have worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to establish, grow and develop these
teams.
Their hard work has helped provide rugby to people from every
part of our community. In 2018 Balbriggan could proudly say that
we have rugby for people
from every part of our
diverse community, for
people of any age and
ability and for men,
women and for girls and
boys. Balbriggan RFC
provides rugby for
everyone.

Elsewhere we can proudly look at the achievements of our men’s,
women’s and youths teams. The women completed the 2017/18
season with a clean sweep. They won every competitive match in
that season winning the Leinster League and Cup double on the
way. They have continued that form under new coaches David
Fitzgerald and Sandra McAleer, with the big step up to Division 2
this season, currently sitting in second place having passed the
half way mark.

The men finished the 2017/18 season on a high with an incredible
come back win in the Jenkinson Cup final against Boyne. The lads
have really stepped up in the new season under new Head Coach
Henry Bryce, who is joined by forwards coach Declan Quinn. At
Christmas they also sit in second place in the League and have
some big games at home in the next couple of weeks. We wish our
men’s and women’s teams all the best in the second half of
the season. I would also like at this point to thank Mick McKiernan
and Ivan McFadden from the women’s team and Billy Phelan and
Glenn Predy from the men’s team who stepped down as coaches at
the end of the 2017/18 season.
Without their tireless
work, the Club would not
have enjoyed the success
that we are all so proud
of.

At Youths level in the 2017/18 season, the U16’s won Leinster
League and North East Leinster Cup honours in 2017/18 whilst also
reaching the final in the Leinster Cup. The U14’s won the North
East Shield and reached the Leinster League final whilst the U13’s
reached the Leinster League final. Well done to each of those
teams who are now playing at U17’s, U15’s and U14’s. They are
joined by our U13’s who have already reached the North East
Shield Final and who are joint top of the Leinster League. The club
continues to grow in numbers at minis level with players at all
ages from U7 up to U12. Last season’s U12’s played their half-time
exhibition match towards the end of the season, in April, during
the Leinster v Zebre match. This season’s U12’s have already
played their half-time match, having been very lucky to play in
the RDS at half-time in the Leinster v Wasps European Cup
opening game in October.

In February, the Club chartered its own plane for an exclusive
Balbriggan RFC tour to Rovato in Northern Italy. More than 160
minis and youths players along with their parents and coaches
went on tour. This is the third tour in four seasons by the club to
Italy and Spain and plans are already being made for our next trip.
The U17’s are planning a return trip to the Basque country having
toured there in late 2017. The U15’s took to the high seas when they
travelled to Wales in April for their end of season tour.

For the third year running, Balbriggan hosted one of the three
flagship Leinster invitational Mini’s Festivals. This time, the Club
hosted the Coyle (U11) Festival in April having previously hosted
the Kettle (U10) and O’Daly (U12) festivals. Clubs from as far
afield as Kilkenny, Tullamore, Edenderry, Gorey, Wexford and
Enniscorthy travelled to play rugby in Balbriggan. More than 450
players participated. President of Leinster Rugby, Niall Rynne
was on hand to get the festival under way. The festival was also
the launch day for the Stingers team which got the Leinster seal
of approval from Niall Rynne.
In December, the Club was recognised at the annual Balbriggan
Town Awards. The women’s team won the Senior Team of the
Year. Leigh O’Toole won Volunteer of the Year. This award was in
recognition of Leigh’s work in helping to establish the Stingers
and the girls rugby teams in the Club. The U17’s were also
recognised at the Town Awards for their great achievements on
the pitch. Earlier in the year, in February, the club was honoured
to receive the inaugural IRFU Spirit of Rugby Award for Leinster
in recognition of the club’s work in safeguarding and also the
ethos of the club.

For those of you that were able to attend the EGM in late
December, you will know that we have started work on our fourth
and fifth pitches and that we are finally about to start work on
building our clubhouse. There will be development updates for
club members on social media and at further club meetings that
will be held in the months ahead.
I would like to thank the Club’s main sponsors for their support.
In particular I would like to acknowledge the Moriarty Group,
Progressive Credit Union, Gowan Motors, DMG Engineering and
gallenalliance. I would also like to acknowledge the many other
sponsors of the club whose support helps to ensure that the Club
continues to grow and provide rugby to the entire community of
Balbriggan.
I would also like to thank the tireless work of our volunteers who
give of their time to help with coaching, administration and fund
raising. Without the work of our volunteers there would be no
Balbriggan RFC! We are an open and inclusive club and new
members and supporters are always welcome to join.
We will shortly be holding a Marathon Relay in the Club. This is
going to be a major fund raising event that the entire club can
participate in. We look forward to the whole club coming together
to participate in this event. There will be more info on this
shortly.
I hope I haven’t left anyone or any event or achievement out in
this message. Thanks again to everyone who has done their part
to make Balbriggan RFC such a great club. I wish you all a
peaceful and prosperous New Year and look forward to seeing you
involved in our rugby family in 2019.
Eamon Darcy

President
Balbriggan RFC

